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"ToAHGtROUS BILL.
Some days _m"o Dc-i-gate U. P. Stearnes

Introduced in the iowci\ house of the

Legislature a bill whlch, if passed by
both houses, wlll greatly enlarge the

pewers of the mayora of Virginia cities.

it is understood lhat Mr. Stearnes pre¬

sented th* bia at the rcquest of Mayor
A. A. Mosii. of the city of Newport
News. and but for the fact that the

late Constltutlohal Convention provlded
that all laws and regulaliona governing

Virginia. Cities shall be uniform and the

]awe for c-ie shall apply lo all this bill

would have cotne la lh« form of an

amendment to the cha.-ter of the city
of Newport. News- « !«. therefore.

BOmewhaJ In tho nature o_ a private bib

Mayor Moss. we are taformed. has

had much trouble in his omcia! life.

He lias becti Mayor of the shipbulidlng
city for several terms. and It seems he

has be<*n almost constanily at logger-
heads w__h his brother city olHclalS.

Froctuently ho has had to ineaaure

laiices with the Council. the Police

Commissioners. the School Boards and

oi'"-r brajidies of city government. and.
wuiso than aU. he has been defendant In

daiu.'ige suits whc-reln officers who have

lost rnelr ofncial hcads or hav3 oeen in-"
Jnrcd in one way and another by lnves-

tlatiuns th* llayor set on foot have

BOi.ght heavy damages al his pcrsonal ex-

pense. If we mistake not u case ls .:o-s\

pending ln tho Supreme Court of Ap¬
peals wliereln Mayor Mcks ls lighting a

verdict for $>i. whlch a Jury gave to

ex-Chicf of Police Harwood in a suit
of this charaeter.
The bill. or the several bills whlch

Jlr. Stearnes Introduced by request,
provide that mayors shall have more

power: that they shall be put :n con-

trol of a!l the branches of municipai
government by being granted tne power
to appemt all municipai boards called
for by the Constltution In the articie
pertainlng to municipai government. The

bill further provldes that mayors shall
not be sued for any damages persons
may suffer. or think they suffer. be¬
cause of any officinl act of the mayor.
Tliis. lt vrt'l be sec-n. concentratcs In

one official a!l the power known to mu¬

nicipai government, or it might do so

when Is added to lt the veto power by
whlch he could to a great ext -nt con-

tro! the City Council. or at least hold
a powcrful check reln over that body.
The Idc-a of thus cor.centrating muni¬

cipai power ls not new. It has been a

subject of discussion in various parts
of tlie country for th_- past ouarter of a

century. The Idea has been that ln the
concenlration of power ln this manner

responsibiilty for municipai government
ls also concentrated In one person, and
thus good government ls more easily
secured by the people who elect their

city or town officers. At several. in
faci at nearly all, of the conventlons
of municipai officials held Sfor many

years past this question has been dls-
cussed in its various phases. The idea
c-f concentraring tlie responsibiilty for
municipai government and holding one

person to accbunt at the polls is catchy,
it must be admitted. lt was plausible
enough to lead to it? adoption to a

greater or less degree by various cities

throughout tho country.
Jlowever plausible tlie plan may sec-m

at first blush. a sufficient argument
against lt is that a ma2«>rity of the mu-

tilcJpailties that have tried It have not
found it saCsfactory. ln Ohio, where
tlie law, like ours. provldes that city
governnu nts throughout the State shall
be uniform, the concentration Idea has
been tried and found^-ery unsatisfac-

tory. and there is now violent reaction
in that State against It. Tho Legisla¬
ture has very recently enacted a law
depriving mayors of a great part of the
power that a few years ago was by law
concentrated in them. In other States
where, as was formally the case in
Virginia, different governments are pro¬
vlded by charter for different cities,
charters are being amended from time
to time greatly modifying the powers
of mayors. powers that were given them
under this concentration plan. So it
tr-ems that cities that have tried it are

gi-ttlng rld of it as rup.dly us possible.
and cities that have not tried it are no
ionger asklrig for il.
This. lt seems to us. together with

tlie fuct that such municipai laws as

apply to Newport News must apply in
like manner to all other Virginia cities.
uone of which have expressed a desire
tor the concentration af power and
responsibiilty. is sufficient to defeat the
bills that have been offered by request
for the reUef of the Mayor of Newport
fce»w__.

V!R<HK.A FOB KEfilTH.
Good health aud long life are amorg

the cohspicuoua advantages which Vir-
e..!... er.joys as a place of residence. and
-rx.Ke are due largeiy to our compara-
tivcly cquable climate, which permits al.
most uiilnterrupted activity om-of-doors.
_-ooh at yesterday. for instance, a char
cool bracing December day, ln wh ch
one can go for a brink walk without the
.ncumbrar.ee of an overcoat. And not

.my is Virginia an uncommonly healthy
fr»»««c?< to Hve in. but It is a natu al

eanatorium for those who are ill of
trouble* contracted h.rc or elsewhere.
Wltness the nutr.berless resorts on shcre
and Inland. in Tidewater. l'-lcdmont. Va!-
ley and mountains. where the tircd and
slck may go ar.d test and be rcfreshed.
Who can name all tho healir.g waters to
be found ln the O'd Dominion?
Perhaps the most unique health resort

ln Virginia, ar.d among the most wonder-
ful In the world. ls one that has only
recently been built up at the Luray
Cavcraa la tbs Valley. It in built direct-

ly over the great caverns and take* Its
ventllation from them. Those who have
been In the caverns'wlll remember-the
tonic elTcct of tho air. whlch, being
Btrongly impregnated from the dlsinteg-
ratlng limestone formation In which the

cavcs are found. ls pecullaily cshiiarallng.
When one goes Into a ficshly-llmed tuorn

he feels somethlng of this atmosphcilc
excltemcnt. Thc Ingenlous people who

have built their hotel and annexes over

the caverns. havo bored Into the

cavern and are utillzing tliis air

exclusU'ely. keeping a constant current

of It moving imperceptibly throughout
the establlshment. always at a normal
temperature and humldlty throughout
the year.
Xo person with weakencd rcspiratory

organs need ever have gone to the Rocky
Mountains for his heaith while the high,
dry air such as that at Afton is to be

round In Virginia; and with this new

and wonderful strengthening p-ocess at

the Luray Caverns in operation. it would

be little short of fettch-worship for

pulmonary or bronchlal lnvalids to go

packing off to Arizona. or Xew Mexico,
or California to live espenslvely far from

home and friends.
ln this connection we must remark

that persons with weak chrsts sh uld

take the greatest pains to develop
strength In their lungs by dcep breath-

Ing and other mild exerclse. Even In-

cipbmt consumptives can check and cure

their trouble by prompt and persistent
actlon. For after consumption is defi-

nllely developed there is not much

hope for the Invalid. It ls a plty. but it

Is true. that the better rcsorts a'.l over

the country are excluding consumptives
rigldly. and ln several or the more pro-

gressive States measures are being
brought forward to quarantlne and
Isolate consumption just as ls done with
other pestiient diseases like small-pox
and yellow fever. For while consump¬

tion Is not as visible nnd virulent as

tnose sudden and violent diseases. It is

as contagious. and in its slow and qulet
way kllls many more people annually
than any other disea.se In the mortuary
list. It is a fearfu! thing. consumption.
to be avoided like the plague and to be

fought c-ven before Its Incipicncy. It ls
one of those thing In which an ounce

of prevention is worth a ton of cure.

lt ls easy to contract lt. especially in
shut-in winter weather, and the best

way to avoid it is to get plenty of

fresh air Into one's lungs as often as

possible. eat enough plain blood-making
food. bask in the sunshinc. bathe early
and often. avoid the cold and the damp
and cultivate the cheerful disposition
that has always distinguished old Vir¬

ginia. DIdn't Thackeray say that Rich¬
mond was "the merriest and most plc-
turesque place In America?"

WHAT IS WATERED STOSK ?
It is said that among the numerous

bills which wiil be Introduced in Con¬

gress to regulate trusts will be one to

tax "watered stock."
Some of these would confer a great

favor upon the business world lf they
would say what watered stock it. We
confe-ss t":t we do not know. We

know what the popular deflnition is,
but we do not know how it is possible
to determlne whether or not a corpora¬
tion has Issued watered stock. nor do

we see how it ls possible to make any
hard and fast rules on the subjecL
Some may say that ail stock which
does not represent an actual value in

tanglble assets is watered stock. but

upon that prlnciple every corporation
ln the country has a gTeat deal of wa¬

tered stock afloat. Some of the most

prosperous concerns ln this country ore
those whose tatigiblc assets are compar-
atlvely small. Take. for example, a

newspaper property. The Philadelphia
Record recently sold at public auction
for more than $:>,000.000. But if the
Record should suspend publication to-

morrow and go out of business entire-

ly its piant would bring only an insig-
nincant sum. Its pi'operty does not con-

slst merely in press'es and type and the

machinery generally of a newspaper
office. but in Its subscription and adver-

lising accounts. The paper is worth

more than $3,000.K>0, because it is an

established institution and has demon¬

strated beyond a reasonable peradven-
ture its ability to earn a good dividend
on that capitalization.
The same is true of railroad proper-

ties and particulariy of street railway
properties, and indeed of nearly ail the

Invlui'tria] enterprists of this country.
Several years ago an independent bne

of street railway ln Richmond sold for

somethlng like SU&.OOO. but the actual

property which the company owned,
that ls to say, its track tnd Its cars

and its motive power, were worth, as

we have understood, not more than

$35,000. Why, then. did it sell Tor

$135,000? Simply because it was a good
money-maker and in a position to earn

a fair dividend on that sum.

We have in mind an industry which
ls capitalized at something like $15,O00.t'0;?.
Half of the stock is preferred stock

and the other half is common stock.
The preferred stock has always paid a

dividend. but nothing has been paid On
tlie common stock. At one time the
common stock was regarded as aimost
worthlers, and it was very hard to sell
it at any price. We suppose that the

exp»r;s would have said that the com¬

mon stock was watered stock; tliat the
true vaiu'e of the property was repre-

sented by tha amount of preferred stock
ouistanding*. and that the common stock
was issued as a bonus and that it had
no business to exist. But the company
has prospered. and for some time past

has been earning on the common stock
very much more than the flxed dividend
on the preferred stock. Indeed. the com¬

pany is now ab:e to pay twice as much,
if no; three tiun-s as much, on the
common stock as it has been paying
on the preferred stock. Therefbre the
common stock. instead of being worth-
'ces. as might have been supposed in
other days, {% now very much more

valuable than the preferred stock", be¬
cause the dividend on the preferred
stock ls limited, whereas tho common

stock is cntitled to ail that the com¬

pany can earn in excess of the divi¬
dend on the preferred.
It has tberefore become a rule in the

orcanlzation of stock companies to

make the eranlng- capacity of the con-

cern, rather than the tanglble property
Involved, the basls of capltalizatlon.
But how is the government to deter-
mlne what the earning capacity of a

concern isV As we have shown, that

oapaclty varies accordlng to conditions.
Sometimes the earnings are less. some-

times they are mofe. This prlnciple Is

recognlzcd In Vlrglnla's new Constltu¬
tion. There was a time when we taxed
railroads accordlng to the vaiue of their

physical property. but lt was finally
discovored that this system was very
unfair to the State, because the phys¬
ical property did not represent the

true vaiue of the railroads of Virginia.
Therefore fhe Constitutional Convention
determincd to tax these roads upon
their gross earnings as well.
We do not see what the government

has got to do with the capitaiization J>£
corporations. except to tax them ac¬

cordlng to their capitaiization. The idea
seems to be that the dear public should
bc protected against watered stock.

For our part we do not' believe ln any

such paternalism. When a man goes
into the market to buy It is his busl-
ness to ascertaln what is the vaiue ot

the stock whlch he desires to purchase,
and it is his business to inform himself
whether or not lt is worth the money
which is asked for it. If he has not

the discretion to declde this for himsell
he cannot expect the government to

protect him.

TME SATflE EYSRYWHERE.
In Ohio the other day a negro crimi-

nally assaulted a white woman. The
Ohioans of white blood sent for blood¬

hounds. not one or two. but a pack.
The sheriff and his deputies took charge
of the hounds, put them on the negro's
track and after an exciting chase ran

the brutal creaturo down. In the mean-

time a mob had been formed and the
white men raid. to save the woman

from the ordeal awaiting her cn the
wltness stnnd in a crowded court room,

they would take the negro out, hang
or shoot him and sink hi3 body in the
Ohio River. The sheriff received notice
of the intentions of the enraged people.
and by going around through Kentucky
and a part of West Virginia managed
to e.ude the mob and got his prisoner
safcly lodged in a jail far distant from
the scene of the criroe. All this came

along only a week or two after the
lynching of a negro in Sullivan county,
ind.. for the "usual crime."
Wo mention this case because it hap-

pened in Ohio, and Is further proof of
what ,*.ve have frequently said: The
lynching of negroes for tho "usual
crime" is not confir.ed to the South.
Lynchings and attempted lynchings of
that character occur oftener ln the
South than iti the North simply because
there aro more negroes in the South
than ln the North, and hence the ctime
is more frequent That is ail.

FG3 ST. LO'JiS.
The Houso Finance Committee, which

yesterday reported favorably the bill
appropriating $30,000 to enable Virginia
to make an exhlbit at the t'ort!i;o:ning
St. Louis Worid's Fair with practical
unanimity, need have no fear that its
action wiil not be approved by the peo¬
ple of the Commonwealth. We have
no doubt that if the question had been
submitted to a popuiar vote the appro¬
priation would havo been carried by
an overwhelming majority.
The bill wlll come up on the commit-

tee's report in the House early next

week, and we presume there is little,
lf any, doubt of favbrable action by
the lower branch of the Legislature.
As we have before said, Virginia cannot
aftord not to be well represented at St,
Louis. We hope yesterday's action of
tlie committee settles the question in
that it wnl be followed quickly by
favorabie action on the part of both.
tiia House and Senate.

If- Dr. Ware a plagiarist? The Chicago
Cbrunicle says:
"A Virginia leglsiator has Introduced

a bill against kissing. This is. ol' course,
a cleaj- plagiarisni ot the powerful, alue
and well-corisidered plea of our own Dr.
Frank W. Reiily for the use of carbo.ic
acid and a serubbing brush after each
osculatory contact. The Virginia solon
obghl to be sued for infringement of
patent."

Motwitlistanding the good work of the
missionaries, there are men in this
Christian land who cannot rc-stst the
temptation to "fix" the coal scales, even

at a time like this.

The President reserved his bear story
for a magazine articie. It pays better
that way than in incorporating in in a

sr.essago to Congress for free distribu-
tion.

lf Congress had any consiu.ration for
tfcc South, it would note that the coai

barens are refusing to let anthracite

come this way at any priee. With the
tariff removed we could get it from
st mewhtre else.

Eut just think of the revenue! If Vir¬

ginia could coliect from one to five dol¬
lars for every kiss. under the Ware bill,
Mic could pay oft the public debt during
Christmas week.

Forty thousand school children are liav-

luet protract.d boliday in New,.York be¬

cause of the coal famine, and yet we

have heard that tho strike was over.

They are talkir.g about trying a Car-
ncsie manuamu.. on the Council. Who

has> ever yet succeeded in making a

Council do anything it did not want to

doV

Write it down for future reference:
The rirst touch of winter came to Vir¬

ginia on the 5th of December, and it was

a very light touch then.

The bill introduced by Delcgato
Stearnes (by request) to enlarge the

jowers of mayors is loaded with mis-
clv'ievous dynamite.

The Norfolk Virglnian-Pilot thinks the

pt-i ple are taking Mr. John Wise' too

striously. Perhaps tho negrces who

drepped their nickels in the liat did.

Hurrah for tha Norfolk giri who
downed the burg'ar and holds a part of
his coat tail as a part of tlie spoils of
the victor.

THE INTERNATIONAL
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON

FOR DECEMBER 7.

SUBJECT : " Ruth and Naomi."-.Ruth, I: 16-22.

GOLDEN TEXT: "Be Kindly Affectioned One to Another."
.Romans, XII: 10.

By Rev F Gilb-rt, D. D., secretary of American Society of Re'fgious Educatlon. |
There Is much dlverslty of opinion con-

cVfhing the authorship of the little book
from which our lesson Ia taken. <-on-

servative schoiaii. following the views oi

Jewbh rabbis and many of the Curlstian
filiers, assigti it to Samuel or to some

member of the school of the prophcts.
They hold it as a conuacting Uiik oc-

tween the books of Judges and ot Firsj
Samuel. Recent critlcs are disposed to a

laier date. giving it to some unknown
writer, whose chief purpose was, as the;.
think. to trace the podigree of Davm.
(Ruth. iv: 18-22.) Thc book has been

highly and justiy prized by ail classes.
Protessor Steenstra. of Cambridge m-

vinily School, says wha.t. most students
will approve. that "it encloses a garden
of roses as fiagrant ar.d full of mystIc
calyxes as those which modern travel-
ers find twining and biooming about tlie
sulitarv ruins of Israel and Moab. Its

d.lineations of character, its descnptions
of Oriental domestic life, its high moral
and religious tbne, render tt especially
vaiuable lo students of human nature, oi

archaeologv aiid of rcligion.
STOEY-The book will be best appre-

ciated if read entire at a single sittmg.
But the following outline of its narr.-uive
will prepare for the sludy of our selectcd
passage. in the time of the Judges. tne

date not precisely known, a severe fam-
jne caused Elimelech. a resident of Bet.r-
lehtm-Judah. to emigrate to Moab. a

country lying east ol" the Dead Sea.

There. after a brief residence; he diea,
leaving a wife and two sons. The latter,

contrary to Mosaic law (Deut.. vil: *).
married women of the country. and in a

few vears died- With more than ordi-

r.arv affection the three widows Clung
together. At length. learning of renewed
prcsperity in their own land. Xaomi. tho

mother-in-Iaw, resolved to return thither.
and the daughters-In-law set out with

'.ier. In the way consideratioris were pre¬
sented which led Orpah to turn back

T.iMle Ruth. resisting ail argument. pressea
forward to make her home ln Bethlehem.
There thc two awakened ihe sympathy
and surprise of the friends and neighbop
of thc earlier years. While gleaning in
the Held Ruth makes tbe acquamtance ot

Boaz. a kinsman of her deceased hus¬

band. Marriage follows, and their tirst-

born. Obed, becomes the grandfatner o.

D£ivid. the king.
PARTIXG.Our narratlve opens in the

point in the lesson where Orpah is sep-
niated from the others. They were doiibt-
less appfoaching the border of Judah.

The iourney thus far may have been re-

garded as a friendly escort. Bm as tne

purpose to proceed becomes evident, Na-

otni was more anxious for the daughters
thai. for herself. She was old and her

cup of sorrow was full; but they were

voung and might hope for bc-ticr or.ys.

She pleads with them, therefore. to re¬

turn to their homes, reminding them

(Chron., i: S-9) that by remalning ln Mo¬

ab they might be wedded again aud find
r*st in the home of their husbands. Ihis

uie;i did nat avail. With expresslons of

aOectlori they declared their purpose,
showing that in the land of Judah they
might not expect marriage (verses U-13).
¦\n Oriental woman. to whom domesttic
life is the goal of ail ambltion. wouid
see In this a future of perpetual sorrow

and disappointment. So Orpah. with
tears and klsses, turned her steps home-

waid, but Ruth adhered to Xaomi. '1 his

partlng must have been particularly
painful to ali.
EN'TREATY.Once more Xaomi re¬

newed her efforts with Ruth, moved by
<he genuine desire of a true mother to

meet the r.atural longings of the young
heart. ln a single sentence she pre¬
sented a three-fold argument. "Thy sis-

ter-in-law has gone back," she said. Or-
airiaiily the cxample of a young asso-

ciait- wouid be more Influential than af¬

fection for one who is many years older.
"Gone back to her people." Xaomi con¬

tinued. This must have awakened many
emoiions. Father and mother, brothera
nnC sisters, kindred and friends or else
their graves.these were ail in the land

they were leaving. The remembran.ee of
those among whom Ruth had associated
ir. vc-ars gone by. w'tli whom sho had
held sweet converse. it is expected would

ptevent her from moving to a strange
land. Xaomi added further, "gone back
to her gods," to Chemosh and Baal-P.eor
(Judges, ii: 24). Woman responds most of
ail to the influence of religlon and clings
tr-naclously to the gods of her ancestors
(Xumbers, xi: 29). Here, then. weie the
p-jwerful motlves to turn Ruth from her-
attaehment.a slstebs example and com-

paiiionship, the remembranee of nativo
land; the hones and joys of religlon.
RESOiA'E.Ruth was unmoyed. Her

answer was beautiful, promnt, concise,
cohcluslve. respectful. She begged Xa¬
omi to ccase her entreatics, thrice made,
thc very thought of separatiori beirjg
painful. Evsry consideraticn, personal,
national, religious. convinced her that
her choice was wise; and every argument
enly confirmed her choice. She had rc-

soived to accompany her mother-in-Iaw
at ail haeards; to adont her home, her

people and her God. She would even

inakc her grave in the same land. seps.-
luicd onlv bv death itse'f. That deter-
mination involved a total abandonment
oF ail that she had cherished In early
life, its memories and hopss, its pleas-
ures and rewards (Luke, xiv:33), ar.d the
acceptance of prlvation, sorrow, poverty.
c.'-.d whatever might come in the land
where her lot wc'uld bo enst. To render
her words more emphatic, she called
Gcd to witness ths sincerity of her in-
tc-ntions, using a form ot oatb common

arruing Orlentalists (I Sum.. iii:17). ln
al! this it is evident that Ruth's heart
Is csntered iif X'aomi. The personal pro-
l.oun thfe and thy occurs seven times
in her speech. indicatins the definiteness
6f her thought
JOCRXEY.Thsrc was no need for

further argument. Tbe hearts of the
two women being knit together. their
li\er riust heneefo'-tk flow into on ? chan-
r.t'l. Xa-ini y^li*! to tho steadfast
mind of her' yonr.R companlon (Acts,
xxi:14). They procfeded togffber until
"they r--v"'e tmto Bathlehehi." The brev-
.^ v< o3 i rVoture rttrrative is wondr-rful.
T.:'-.-ge sections uron whlch any purely
hurriah author world dwell with interest¬
ing qetal] are omitt^d «Uo^^h^v. H^re
thc in^iir^d sil^nco shuts out from our

stcry wh?t a'l m5<rbt innoc°nMv dos;re to
know: what. iTi txet. a well gu'dfd ;'w-
gir-ntioh m'gln nrofitablv supplv. P"o-
ce'-'dinEr around thc southern end of thc
Iiead Sea. the two pa^ed on pur°ulng
thence a g-no-at irr'.hti ->s^-n- cou-'e.

through the sp->v-°ly s^ttled nortion
where, centuries pf'p'r, Jnhn tbe Bantlat
made eonvrts C*Tntt.. 1M:4). and wh»te
V/rii?vi wins? t6iir<t°d f^atb.. iv:l>. to lhe
plr^ms wherf. 5,h«'«h*rd« watr^°d th»Ir
Rrcks n* the ndvent tEuke. 11:15). The
Cor.vers-»t5->n m=v hf"'" r<*'nt«d ^o tbe
cv.srt ]Prt b°h'nd. to the scenfs tVirou"h
wbieb thpv r..T»««d. ^o th«» expect3tions
an^ r-i""«> »ri tbt.tr new bome.
GREETIXG.The travelers reached

Be .:¦<,:r_he.ro at ;the beginning of barl jy
harvest (Lx., ix-._-l-3_.. about the -first
of April, a most delightfu! season, w.ien
the joy ot' Ingathering filitri the lancl.
The homccoming of one well known.
iifier ten years of absencc, would exefee
It.'tcrest in any com.nunity. Among Fast-
err. people of sinipie and damonstrative
msr.ner tho whole city was moved.
(Matt., xxi:10.) As the tidings spread
from lip to lip that Naomi, who went out
ln tlie famine, had returned, oid friends
gtthered about and looked curioiisiy into
the sad faces of the bereaved. The light
hr.d gor.q out of h.r eye, the smile had
d.partcd' from her face and the look
of dej.ctlon had succeeded that hopeful.
trustfui cxprcssioti which belongs to the
kappy wife and mother. "Is this Na¬
omi?" the women Inquired. (Isa.. :;xi:i:

7.) Can this be our frienil. whose name.

signlfying pleasant, truthfully reportrd
h:r dispositioa in other days? It was

not wor.der alone that led to the ques¬
tion. There was in it something of that
evil spirit that comes into the her.rt 01"

many whsn others. once prosperous, have

met adversity. (Fsalms. xxxv:21.)
SORKOW.The heavy heart of Nacmi

was nenr to brc-aking at these words
frcm old neighbors. She made no apol-
cgy or dsfense, eithor for her appea-ar.ee
or mistakes. With commendablc humility
she de.<rc-d that her name mi-dit be
changed. a common custom In that day
(Gen., xvii:3.. to express her misCortunes,
wiilimg to be known in th- villag" as

Mara "(_Ex.. xv:23), that is bitter. With
patient resigrnation she assignecl ali her
trouble to DIvlne providence. (Job. i:21.)
Sht had gone out full. accompanied by
.1 husband and two sons. bles^ings
enough for one woman, treasures more

f- be prized than silver and gold. And
rhe had come hon:. empty.her toved
cnes sleeping in foreign gravrs, and she
a weary, lonc pilgrim. tearing heavy
burdens." Is is strange that in this expres-
s.'on of her poverty she made no reference
t-i Ruth. the one who had. with beauti¬
ful devorioa. consecrated her all to be¬

come her cornfort and support. It is pos¬
sible that the greater scrrow for the time

quite drove out of her thought this soll-

'Ijiry so'ttrce of CDn.olation; and it ls
e-ien possible that the presence of the
Mcabit.ss at that time, in view of the
uncertainty of the future. was cause for
added sorrow. Tender and sympathctic
souls are grieved when they can do noth¬
ing for those who confkie in them.
CONCLUSION.The central figure in

our lesson is Ruth. It is very proper to

give her name to the whole book, for
shr is its heroine. The great thought i3
not the power of love between man and
woman. the therne of the nove ist (Song
vii;10). not love of man for man (I Sam.,
v__i:l). the theme of fraternity; not the
love ot' God to man (John. ili:16), the
theme of redr-mption. but the love of
woman for woman. Ruth's affcctlon for
Naomi recognlzed in Beth ehem (Ruth,
iv:15). was of the purest, most unseltish,
most extraordinary kind, a widow for a

widow, a daughter-in-iaw for a mother-
ir.-law, a Moabitess tor a Jewess. It en-

dured the severest test and made the
largest possible sacrirlce. Whence came

that love? What caused it to spring
up ln the heart of one who had bec-ri
raised outside the hous.hold of falth,
Whc had worshiped idols? Was it a pro-
duct of wedded life? Did Chi'ion. the
lamented husband. carry into his home
such reverence for Cod ar.d mother as

to win his wife? Was Naomi so beau-
tiful and lovin*. as to draw out these

i emotions like the tendrlls nf tho vine?
Did Divine grace work in this- woman's
heart? Or was she a beautiful finwer

rirpenriiv-r to show the rnr-lv po^ib'? of
tl-e he^tbon wor'd? Whatev.r the or-'irn
it. Is wot-thy of a p'ace ln the inspired
Book (I John. iv:7, S.)

X **Hn Jtour °dJiih I
: ^ircrrn a Sciitors \
The Charlottesvile Progress is of the

opinion that "if John S. Wise is the
best friend the usgroes of Virginia
have. they at least have some modest
friends who are not so high-priced."

The Stauntdn News says: "Viri-,inians,
in reference to the attack on the State's
Constitution, wero in very much the
frame of mind of the whole people of
the United States when they got in the
rumpus with Spain. They were not
exactly 'skeerecV but they didii't know
what was going to hanpen; they were

on their mettle and they were rc-ady to
light like blazes. After it was ail over

they had to laugh."

The SrJem Times-Rogistcr says: "That
is a pitifu! story which comes frcm
Russell county of tho fate of Mr. J. V.
Rbbertson, a promising young attorney',
who made himself quite active in the
recer.l congressional contest in tho Ninth
District in beha'.f ot Coionel Si-mp, tfce
Republican candidato. 'S'emp was

elected; Robertson went crazy, ar.d has
been tnken to tho Marion asyltim, where
he conlinues to mako Republican cam-

paign speeches."
Peter-burg index-Appeal: "It is said

that we are to have another insurancc
.Ight in Virg'nia. Why car.'! .we tayc
insurancc reform, by arreemefit ',1 botli
pariies. without a light? Th.-- L-glsIa-
ture and the ii-.s_.ura'.. companies should
bo dead certain that Ih.y are righ; be¬
fore they ergage in the expen^ive busi¬
ness of a fight. It is quite certain that
both cannot be right."

Newport N-vs Press: "It is safe to
assert tha- Jo^n S- \Vir-e does not fee
;.. "press clippmg brv-u to sarner for
him the sayings cf th..- Virgini-. editcrs
anent hi" eonn-^t'oh with the mjsfit suit
on tlie Co"i=titution."

n-. -.--. A -:-K R:

Roanoke World: Roanoke's delegation
in the House. we are a.v.ised is lined
up soid'y against this V.'are atroeity,
and our dist'ngu'she:! and handsome
young t-achel-r S^n'or. .-Ir. T yie. i';
prcpared to deal It knock-out b'ows in
the Ser.a--- should it ever by some miracle
pass the lower legislative oranch.

Ablngion Virginion: Now Deleg-ite
"Ware hadn't oiight to have done any¬
thing that wou.d nullify the pursuit of
happiness.

Fredericksburg Star: Who would have
dreamed. for an Instant. that a son of
old ; Vir_.iri-.-i. the land o" rV>" ca'-al,vr
and of gallantry and of misletoe, woi-'d
ever so far forcet h'm?elf as to poise
his lance^agalnst the kiss?

Roanoke News: Whether Mr. "Ware ia

¦"HE HA7H A DAILY BEAUJY IN htS LIFE."
_

.Othdio, Act IV, Scene 3.

NOT CK£ 081Y, BUT A HUNQ3ED DAILY BEAUTIES WIIL BE FOUHD
!H THE LIFE 0? EAGH PUR0.HA5ER

--O.- THE_.-

OF W&H PART n HOW READY.
I

PHiSs fWEl_TY-F_V_: GE^TS, OR TH1R7Y-9HE CEHTS P0ST-PA.3.

The contents of this Part are ln-
dicative of the varied asd attractive
nature of ali the seventeen parts,
which make up the pubiication.
Each picture is worthy of careful

consideration. and forms a charrn-
ing decorative adjunct to tha Interior
furnishina of ar.y refined home.
These are the pictures of .which stt-

pcrb photogravure renderings appear
in Part III.

Tha Bushess of Osvcnshlre,
;;%¦ Qa.nsb...ough.

Every one has h.ard of the ro-

mancc of the '-Stoleu Picture," cut
from its frame in London ar.d lost to

s ght; to rcLnipear in the possesston
of Chicago's Put She_dy. thirty-seven
years later. J. Pi'erpont Morgan gave
over $75,000 for this picture. You get
it:-. similititde for less than five cents.

lbs ?n3r._?rch of Tha Glen,
i > Lai dsccr.

A picture to thrill the heart of every
lover of Nature, ar.d to fiH every true

sportsman with p.easure, reminlscent
ci anticipatory- He etther has s-.en

or hopes to see .iu:ne such noble crea-

turo as this lordly Scottish stag.
Here is an oportunity to have him

constantly before your eyes.

Sumsner fj.ocn_
Bj Lord Leigh'on.

Or.e of the most graceful fancles
ever painted by the artist whom Eng-
land honored by raising him to her

peerage. Every llne Instlnct with
lan&uoroua grace. lt bears out Emer-
son's assertlon that "Beauty ls lt*
own excuse for being."

Charles the First.
bv Van Dyck.

To tho3e who would rightfully un-
deratand one of tiu- most tmyuctaat
epochs of our common English hlstory,
this p.cture is an essential. To see
ii i3 better than to r.?:ui many musty
Mstorlcal voiumes. Thla ls the r.al
Charles with ali his ciiarm, aad yet
with ali his weakness.

Tha Judgment of Paris.
B> K-bens.

One of the most deservediy popular
of tbe many farnuus picures patnud
b« tha g. eat Flemlsh artist. The sub-
jJct is one tamlliar even to those u ...j

are;..ot steeped in mythulosical .ore.

All know tne story of the. appie whictt
the hamisoma shepherd lad was to

present lo the must beautitui ot the
three goddess queens. Juno. Minerva
and Venus. It was the latter. the

goddess of Love, who secured the

prize.

Perlrail of Arnolfino and His Wife
By Van Dy._k.

In this qualnt piece of medi'-val
realism, we have a veritable gdmpse
of Pifteenih Century F:andcrs. We
have also a bit of human nature ln
the staid merchant prince swearing
lldelity to his demure spouse. It is

_. pair.ted page from Charh:s Reade'a
-Cloiater ar.d the Hearth." that great¬
est of ail historical r.ovels.

Thus, by descriptions so brief that a mere hmt only is given of >
i. lltla, UV ul.;o.iui.u.''. ¦*»» w-

their charm to tne lover of the beautiful or of their su_gsstiver.es to

the itudent of the past, a faint idea has been given or tne ments or

the p.ctures which form

liis TH1R3 PHT 0? TH!

HDKDRE"
To Ba PiibHshed in Forinightly Parts a! Twsniy-Fiva Geais a Part,

cr Thirty-One Cents Posi Paid-

oRDER EARLY AND AVO'.D DELAY.

O££_0_BIF5. FORM,
Date. 1902

Plcase reserve me a copy cf each part of THE HUNDRED BEST

PICTURES, to be ccmpleted in 17 parts, at 25 cents a part. Six cent:

extra if sent by mail.

Sigr.ed_
Address_

a bachelor a mar.ied man. a wtdower.
or a hatc-r of women is not known. He

might even be so badly arranged about

the face by nature that Aone would care

to seiect him in osculateps crtmim- or

whatever the legal term is. He might
also be so very comely of person that

th- feminine contingent makes his u e

a burden. As we said. we do not know.

But we sympathtee with h.m and n P

he will get his bi 1 through and then

get caugiit the tirst time he infracts Its
provistons.

Memphis Commercial-Appeal: Frora
the tenor ot' tf.v- loasure we shoJcl
judge" the Iearned doctor to bs either a

hen-peeked hu'.band a love--"!.

jected sw:yn who seeks revenge up
fair but raithi* f lov; or else n .¦' ":-

ed, crustv old bachelor, who has no one

to kiss, and being jealous, has taken
means to redress uppo-^ed wrorgs.

Nashvilie Bnnner: Should this meas¬

ure become a law, love in Yirgin:a
wou"d iaugh at legishitors as we.I r.s

locksmiths.

NLVtfS 1-KOiVi lAaIOM HEIGHTS
Uems of lnh:rest Ai.oui the Folk cf ihe

Nortnsidc.
A birthday party was given Wednesday

nk:tit by Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Crovo, at

their ivsideuce, corner Yirginia Avenue
and Wickham Street. in honor o: their

davsh.ter, M:s.-; Mamle. The house was

hc-nutifuilv decoratcd with laurels. Among
tlu.se pr^eut were: Misses Agnes, Sueand
May Haupt, M.iuric Beck, Evie Reld, Min-

mo" Kass, Xannie Saunders and JV*}}|^
Lawtoh; Messrs; Charles. Leo and iftinw

L-ur.gnn. Willie Nolte. James Tuca-r <....-

fdrd Talley. Garland Re d, ^tawood Reaoy

ancl Mr. Saunders. At 0:30 o clock daintj
refreshmeats were served-

,-_,-,_-
Master W. P. Hatcher, of Orange, is

Vist'ltih's relalivea on Larr.b Aveiiue.

Miss Esther Fehtbcr, of BrooKlandPark
wiil leave in a few days to vM«^ her

fivmfvcrV^u^tulhuntlnCarolinel
"mSs'*Ros<i Smith, who has been vislt-

1;:g rclatives in Loulsa. has returned

I'S w j and W. R- Todd and Gar-

land "Vloues 'have returned from a hunt in

-Itobsrt Glen.'^ ^ft f<jr Esges
^nVV^toa ten-da-ya" visit to re'atives.
C°4rC>Keam and daughter. of Chester-

:HMre'j W Xr.app left yesterday for her

ofd home in Atianta. Ga.. to visit friends
and relatives. , .. ,

Mi-- Mary rh>r»<"»T«8w\ *s quite sick at
her home in Brookland Park.
Mis* DbUy Jones. of Loulsa. who has

be'en visiting friends on the Heights. has
returned home.
Miss Xannie Y.'ilklnson. who has been

visiting relatives in Brookland Park, has
returned to Hanover.
Mrs. Mary Gordon, of Fauquier coun-

ty. Is th* guest of Mr. W. G. Cosby.
Miss Elia Thorpe. of Dumbarton. who

has been ouite slek, ls able to be out again
r.nd resurr.e her studies at the Barton
Heights school.
Mr. Luidley Davis. who have been visit¬

ing friends on the Heights. has left for
Fredericksburg.
Mrs. Graham, who has been vlrlttng her

tiaughter, Mrs. Jor.es. has returned to

^.hr^terfield.

CH..IST...AS HOLIDAY RA1 £3

Via Atlant c Coast Li->e Railroad.
Thi:- Une wiil sell ti.k-.-ts from Rich-

jaond and Petersburg to all points south
tt-ereoK.; and1 east of th.-' Mississippi at rate
of one and one-third fare_ for the round
t'-i Tickets on s-.i-_ to the generai public
December 23d. -iu.. 25th, _J_th. 31st. !_._.
and January ¦'.-'-. 1:"':;. with flr.al limit
January .; !. -..'¦'¦'¦¦ ~or teachera and stu-

iehts, on December I6»b to ~d. inclu-
3jye. ivlth rir.at limit January Sth.
_;. 3 mtation and surrender of
hertifl -ates signed by superintendents.
principals or presfdents of the varioua
iristitutioas.. Tickets wiil be iimited to

contlnuous passaga in each direction.
For full tnformation. appiy to a_.ent__

of the company. or
C. S. CAMPBELL.

Division Passenger Agent.
83^ East Main Street. Richmond. Va.

CHRISTW5AS HOL1DAY EXCUR5IO..
RATES, IS02-3.

On account of Christmas and New
Yt ir holidays th_ Southern Railway wiil
sell speciai round trip tickets between
all points on its lines and to points ca

lirus of Us connectlcns at _rre__tiv (r-_-
duted rates; basis. one and a third fares
fur the round trip. These speciai tld_e&
to be on sale for studeats and teacher,.
of schools and coliegs, presenting cer¬
tificates from principals or president.',
December I6th tq, '£UL Inclusive. with rt--

f.rn limit January Sth. 13C3. To the gen¬
erai public. December 2_d iMth. _ath.
S-. 31st and January lst. with r.turu
limit January 2d. 1003. These speciai
rates wiil apply to all points south of
the Potomae and east of the Mississippi
on.i Ohio Rivers.

NUV.3ERS SUFFER
with blood disease that can only be cured
with Dr. David'a lodo-Ferrated _5ars.t-
parilia. It ls the best alteratlve ton.c

*nd blood purlSer known. it cures scror-

ula. Eczema. So'.is. E'.otches. Pimpies an_|
all biood ar.d skin diseases Price. 51.00
a bottle. _____

OWSN5 & MINOR DRUG CO.

Pink Camatior.s _WJ cents per Uozen.
R-;s-.3 Chrysanthemums. Viclets. &,.
Bo quets. D'slgns and Cut Plowera
shipped to any point.

.W. A. HAMMON'D.
No. IO? East Broad Stte»t_


